SUMMER   OF   ARISTOCRACY
nor the poor to complain An awful warning was contained in the fate of irreligious Paris, recently in the hands of the Commune, formerly prostrate before the Goddess of Reason " Let us take warning by her fate, and as God has been pleased to constitute various ranks of society by placing some in the higher, some in the middle, and some in the lower ranks, let us cheerfully accept the position He has assigned us, and be thankful for His mercies "
That is a fair and honest translation, into terms of Low Church religion, of the Tory doctrine of degree, priority and place, advocated by Shakespeare, and before him, by Piers Plowman
The last and most important speech was that proposing the health of the Lady of the Manor, a venerable dowager, and this was entrusted to a certain white-whiskered general, a Peninsular veteran, and a renowned " character " and speech-maker He had previously given "the Army5', taking advantage of the occasion to denounce those new-fangled manoeuvres on Sahsbury Plain, and the scandalous criticism of officers as being too ignorant and aristocratic, but he had ended up with the consoling assurance that whatever might betide " we shall find no difficulty, as heretofore, in beating our enemies "
His second speech requires no comment, except the assurance that it was the kind of thing that was considered graceful and appropriate at the time, and that no aspersion was ever cast upon the CJeneraTs sobriety
" I suppose it is owing to the extreme modesty of my friend the chairman, or perhaps to my own impudence, that he has entrusted me with the toast I atn about to propose It is a toast, however, that I am sure you will all dtmk with enthusiasm, as would I with my whole heart, if I had one, but strange as the phenomenon may be, you see before you a man Without a heart; I came into this country with one, I
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